
• 

Thomas. ~u Ei~L\ fK ·~DL}J 13 
• 

• 

ON A REMARKABLE MOUNTAIN VISCACHA

FROM SOUTHERN PATAGONIA 

Oldfield Thomas, 'F. Z. S. 
(Briti~h ~'In:-:. Nat. Hi;.;tnryj 
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The I~ritish Museum ow ·~ tn its gen rous fnld iu t] ·fatin·abl ~ 
·ontriontor, l\fr . . ]. 1\.. \\ olff=-', hn, ,. ~I. Z. ~ '., tltre ex~unple · 
f a fine Vis r:.accia (===) frotn a ]oc.;alit.'· Jfu· . fJuth. of nny 1 lace 

\rhere rnetnl>crs oJ tili~ group haYe ht en prtn·inu~Iy r eot· lt.d. 
1 he animal i~ q ~1it di. ·tiuct l'rotll all.\"' hitherto kiHJ \\·n, nnd I 

1'0{ OSe to 1lfil11e it in bon Hll' of i~t dOltnl' to \VhOJ1l th . {u-
~ nn1 is ind ~bte(l l'or ·S ·ri ·: of all tit;) mammals · CJf 'cAJllral 
'hili. 

Viscaccia Wolffsohni, SJ,. n.
\ large species \vith lon~,. fur slrongly suffused '\vith orauo-e; 

tnil v-ery bushy . 
• ~ize large, fortn stout and rohnst , the . iz app arj11o· :y n 

hu'l1 )r than the tt·uth o\rino· to the Yer\· Ion<)· ricl1 fut· of 'vlrich . ' tl 1 ' \Vool-hai rs n re over ;J5 1 nn1. in l \ n (rt h and th ) ]oug bui r · 
lll \ranls of nO lllln. leneral eolour ubo,~e of head and body 
H l lt) l'D<.lCh iucr cla \"-COlOn I' (I) i rrd \Yav) thou n·h bri u·h ter nn d ·I en a·er· r b • t:> • ' 
tlte \r0ol hairs, \Vhich giye the predotniunting colont·, ln·o,rnish 
:"'la ty for foul'- firth. their I l)~Ttb, their ends (;i·eanly hu rr dar-
kenitJg to c)a~T-eolour. l~elo\\r 011 thLl lO\Y r ·heeks lbroat che t, 
and belly, tl1 t l'Jninul colour becon1 :: richer and redder, 

~·) lu hi~ papt•r nn tlu~ nnuu•ndatnrP nf tlli~ gTnup, )}J·. F. l.ahilleJ 
( .. \n. Snt·. Git.'nt. Ann·ut., L. ·11, p. H~t. l!HJH) ~ePn~ to hH\'P c·untP to quite 
t'nl'l't!et ·onclu~iuns, irH·lnclintr· thf• allcwat.ion of V'iw·t{r·cifl tu tht• :\Iouu-
iain \yiscacha:-o f••ruu•rly known a~ Lnyitlittlo . Hnt ''"ith tit~ fate that ha~ 
a~ yc.·t always ht•t'a I len wri tf•r:-o e~n tIt is JllOst d i ffit ·tilt ancl corn pl h·at :1d 
~nbjc.·t·t, ht~ ha~ 111HdP a 11ti. takt• in ('n••liting tlu! IHllllP \~ift·accia to 
~I .. lina, fnr although thP lath-·t· clicl :-oay iu lHlO that tht> anintal on!!ht to 
ha\·t· a ~}H.>cial J.!t! nt~rit· nataa•, he clicl nnt g-i\·P it one, only n}ooiing l~iscaccia 
ill Stlt'h a \\·ay that it t'ClllllOt J.p di:-.fingui~}u•cl frOIU tlH• t '1'111 risctU·cia 
iu a t chnically ,·,did tuauut-'r , \\'itlt <t IA'}H£H t·ldh!nHi871 at i~t typt·, t·hon:'(H.· 
hie a:-\ ~tH·h \\·hetltt>l' hy ·lit11inatittu or J,y thl' fit·"'t ~P''t·i ·=-- rulP. 
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' 
attaining ahno:--t to «ta\\ n~· ». A distinct ''"hit .~J •t on ach 
::~xiJla nnd on •nclt ::sjdP- nf tlH ino·niual regiun. J>flJ':-5t:11 dark 
lin little nHtrked. H nd lik lack. Ear~ COillJtarntiYelL· ~l1ort, 
thickJ~r and ·lo~ely caired thr~ir haek: hluck, their inn ·r. nrfa-
ce: \Yitlt "rhiti. h llnir:--, nud there i: a rnnrked line of ·r a11y-
tipp d lHtir. rt11111ing acrn~. their ha. e .... nl,ove. t\rn1~ 'vitla 
ta\rny-tipped hair~ the t;nvuy ot· y Jlo\\'i.·h colour extendilln--
tn the tips or the toes. Jii1Hl ]ind, dull :)1". l110l'e brO,Ylli!-'h C}3)-
'JlOur; tlJe f'e t YCl'~~ h1r/e nnd hCHY,V. 'J'ai( fnr finer t)Hlll iu 

Ull\ .... other f'ot·tn, i1nn1 ·JL~el\' bu~h \ the bait'S of' its dor. aJ ·t· l~t 
uttninino· O\·er 1 f>O 111111 .; in colour th:.. upp r ere. t d :--i l i · 
n1ixe( llack nnd but't or o ·]n·nc on~ huJf; Ulldcr~iclc 1 lack, 
finel, · oTi~z1ecl 'ritlt glo!-'~Y <1 ·hn1 ·rltnt:; lHdr. 

~ 'kull <.;OUlpfn·ati\ .. ly lnrg · <tlld h aY.'; lln~al~ _·pancle,l in 
Jront· 1 at.ttnl foratnina rntlt r sho1·t· hullat'i not :-:o llllH: lt w· 1-
1 n a.~ usu n l. 

j)itnen~ion. or tbe type (tuen. ured in the Jie~h): 
)] -ad a11d body 470 nun; tuil BOn; hiu I 1\ t 107; nr- i!. 
~ 'kull: greute~t l-"ugth ~)} ~ basilar leugth 7f>,f); v.y·go1nntic 

br udth 50; lJreudth or br:tin-cu._e on pariet:.d bon :- 5~.2; 
leugtl1 of upp \r tooth series (cro\ru.·) 2?. 

Hah. ._i rra de lo~ 13ngu:des .i d) ln.· \ ... izcachn:. lat.. [l0° f)O' 
•• l long. 72°::.0' ''r._, on th ;> huuuclary bet'r( t'll ,hili U1H .. \r-
gentina. 

:rype. - 1nlt fen1~ 1 . b. ~1. nY 7-4-5-6. Ori~ill,tl 1lllll11 ° 1' 
~77. J olle ·t .. d I .·t. Fcl ruat'Y, 1 't07, J)\· l\1r. ,lobn 1\. \\'" lff-

• • 
• ·< ln1. ~Pltr . p cjn1cns. 

In the inter •titin,g a<:cuuut \\7 hi ·h nfr. ''' nlff~o111l lH ~ ... 1 t 
rne rlf the capture of these :;pe ·irne11~, l1 • statP: that: 

<< 1\ir. Ferrier, ,,·ho O\\·n:;; a fnrn1 in t,l1at dj. tri<·t, at til f oL 
of ~lou11t Pn,\'llC, .·ays that the ~ierra le lo..; l3ugu'-dcs is kno,Yl1 
l0 bt) tl1e tn• tit .~ontheru part iu "rhicb \rizca ·ltas oc:enr and 
l et\\'Geu that rang _:j n 11 c1 ruucb fa rtl1 er u nrt 1t there are n n 
at all. .. >> . • 

'J IJ,). p ·cies i. readily di.;tingui:-hahle fr<nu nil (~titer nlel11-
ht·r of tl1e geuu~ h.'· it~ Jurge :·dZ(\ rich colour, Jou ,. flue. 
i n 1 n 1 n .... 1 v 1 'u sh \ · t a i 1 , all <l :-\ h ' n t t , I a l' k t:: a r. . 
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' 'riih ·h~ 1'aclcri~tic ntodesty ~I r. \\~ olff ·ohn ltd:-s . ugg st .. 1 
t h a t t] . 1 , · (;i P ;- s b o u] d l > e n a 111 D d aft e r :J I r. l\ I c-C' J ll n 11 d , t h 
J>re~ident' f l1i. 'otnpany. to \rhout hP o\\red the Jd n ... ur f 
hi: trip to l atng·onia, but in vi ·v\· of tl1~ iunneuse an1 >unt of 
h ·lp \\·e haYe r ·c iYerl fro111 J']r. \\~olff::ohn, I lH\Ye ,. ;>ntnred. 
tu di~r garcl hi: request c.tnd to n:une tbi~ fin t nitn;ll urt ·r hiu1. 

• 


	0001
	0002



