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SYNOPSIS OF THE MEMBRACIDAE OF CHILE
BY 

Frederic W. G OD I N G 

Among the described Mernbracidae, eight have heen 
recorded from Chile, another is doubtful, and t'vo frorn 
Patagonia described many years ago tnay have been 
collected on the \Vestern side of the southern Andes. 
Walker recorder one from «(1hina», evidently a typo-
graphical error for «Chile» as its congenors inhabit ad· 
joining countries, and several similar mistakes have 
appeared in connection \Vitl1 other of his species. It has 
been thought best to include all of the above in thi~ list, 
as they together 'vith several species DO\V known from 
.i\.rgentina are certain to be collected in (~hile. 

I3ut]er described * Methille cuneata from the Straits 
of Magell~n, which is identical with Melizoderes carinatus 
BLANCHARD; and Smilia ·unicolor SIGNORET, is 1'riquetra 
rubro-costata, BLANCHARD, both of \Vhich must be reduced 
to synonyrns of Blanchard's speces. 

l'his Synopsis is to be used only for Chilean species. 

List of Species 

Subfamily SMILINAE 

Genus Ciphonia, Lap. 

C. clavigera, FABH. Syst.Ryng.p., 17 (1803). 
Hab: Patagonia (Fairmaire ). 

* NOTE: I have exan1ined Butler"s type, and two exantples of cari-
natus, the last through the courtesy of Prof. Dr. Car los E. Porter. 
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Gen·us Entylia, GERM.

E. gemntata, GEn~r. Mag.Ent. iv, p. 16 (1821). 
Hab: Patagonia. 

• 
Subfamily ])ARNIN AE 

Genus Py ranthe, STAL. 
P. chilensis, BLANCH. Gay llist. Fis. J' Polit. C~hil., Zool. 

vii, p. 270, pl.3, fig.6 (1852). 
Hab: Provinces of Cauquenes, Maule; \ ' alparaiso 

& Aconcagua (Porter). 

Subfamily MEMBBACINAE

Genus Membracis,FA B R. 
M. per11viana, F AI RM. Rev. Mem b. p.249, pl.4, fig. 26(1845 ). 

Hab: ? Chile (Fairmaire ). · 

Genus Philya, W.ALK . 
A zinia, Walk . 

Aechmophora, Stal. 
P. pallidipennis W ALK. Ins.Saund.Hom.p.63 (1858). 

• Hab: Chile . 

Subfamily HOPLPHORINAE 

Genus Triquetra, F AIRM. 
T. rubro-costata BLANCH. Gay Hist.Fis. y Polit. Chil. 

Zool. vii, p. 272 (1852). 
Smilia unicolor, Sign. 

Hab: Central Provinces of Chile. 

Subfamily CENTROTINAE 

Genus Melizoderes, BLANCH. 
Methille, BuTL. 

M. ghayi, BLANCH. Gay Hist. Fis. y Polit. Chile .Zool. 
vii, p.3, fig .5 (1852) 

,. 
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Hab: --·-- \ ... aldivia, Saitta l{osa, (~O<JHitnbo, etc. 

il( . t B • l 9('(). 1 ') fi ~ (1 (.J ~ ,;) ' M. carinatus LANCH. l(. p .... )tJ , p. n, g . ~> o:l ... ). 

Methille cuneata, ]3u t 1. 
IIah: --- l)rovince of Coquimbo, ( 'ordillcra of< >ralle, 

StraitR 1\llagellan: l)ro,·. of ., ... alparaiso 
(I>orter.) 

M. dohrni SIGN ... Ann. Soc. J1:ntorn. },r., Ser. -!,III, I)· 5H4, 
pl. 11 fig.9 ( 1 ~GB) 

I-I a b. - - (~hi I e . 

A. latreilli SIGN. i(l. p.672 (lHf)l ). 
IIah: - ()bile. 

A. u ni co I or S 1 G ~ _ i d . p. fi 7 2 ( 1 k :> 1 ) . 
Hah: (~bile. 

A. multicolor SJ.C;:s. itl. !>,G7;->, pl.l..t-, fig.7 (1Hf>1). 
Ilab: C~hile. 

S . 
ynopsis 

kEY TOSUBFAMIL1 ES
Scutellun1 entirely covered hy pronotutn. 

Posterior tarsi lon<rest or equal in leitn·th to tho 
~ ' ~ 

other tarsi. · 
Front, middle, and sornetimes hind ti b1ac~ di ta tetl, 

fla tteued ...... Su bfa n1il y MEMBRACINAE. ... 
·rihiae not dilated or fiattened. 

'rerminal cell of tegn1 ill a e lo11 g·a tP, ba~e sessile 
. . . ................. S Ub fa m i I y 1 J A1 MI NA E

61 

Terminal cell of tegmina petiolate. · 
'I'eg1nina coriaceons, opaque~ veins difficult 

to observe, free rnargins extra broad (X one 
recorded front C~hile) ........................... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Subfa mi ly TRAGOPINAE

'1'egntina memhraneous 'vitl1 distinct \"eins, some-
tirnes 'vith basul and other areas coriaeeous and 
punctured ..................... Subfan1 il y S MILIN.. AE. 
I>osterior tarsi much shorter than front and rniddle 
tarsi .................. Subfamily HOPLOPHORINAE. .... 

c 
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Scutellun1 tnore or le~s uneO'/ered, apex ac1.tn1innte or 
ern a rg1n ate ............... Suhfa n1 i I y CENTROTINA E. 

1~egm ina u nco veru, base ern i tting t,\ ... o ,·ei ns; po~tcrior 
pronotal process. narro,vecl frorn hurneral angles 
bn c]( \vard ...................... _(}_If }Jh on ia cl ari,qera ~ l<,a b r. 

Tegmina tnostly covered b~~ pronotum, base err1itting 
t\VO paral1el vt~ins; dorsum of pronotum acut(~. e)cvated. 
compressed laterally, deeply notehed or 8inuate ..... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Entylia gemmata, Germ.

Subfa n1il y DARNINAE
.; 

A some\\~hat triangular speeies 'vith lnternl horns~ 
color variable ............. . Pyranthe chilensis. Blanch. 

Pronotu rr1 fol iaet~ous, cle ,·a ted, frou t. rounded, desti til te 
of lateral ea1·iuae or horns; hlac](, spot at middle of 
dorsum, and before n pPx, yello'v .............. . ........ . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Membracis peruvi ana, Faii r n1. 

Pronotnn1 11ot foliaccou~. furnished \rith a porrect front 
horn 'rith apex di Ia ted, carinate, n1in u tPly tu her-
cui ate ........................ . Phi l ya palli(/ ipennis Walk.

Subfamily HOPLOPHORINAE 
• 

Iu a general manner this spccit~s somc\rhat resern ble~ 
Pyranthe chilensis,but is easilydistiuguishe(l frotn that 
species by the very ~hort posterior tarsi ,and red tip of 
lateral horns .......... . Triquetra rubro-costata, Blanch. 

• 
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Subfamily CENTROTINAE 

J{:EY TO GEN~RA 

Pro no tum furnished 'vith a posterior process (Not 
reco1·ded in Chile). 

Pronotum destitute of a posterior process and of horns 
above lateral angles, more or less convex; scutellum 
acuminate at apex. 
Ocelli nearer to eyes than to each other, placed on a 
line passing through center of eyes; dorsum of scute-
llum with a mediam carina; tegmina with five apical 
cells, and t\vo discoidal cells, venation regular; front 
of pronotu m elevated in a crest usually .............. . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... Genus Melizoderes, Blanch. 
Ocelli a little nearer to each other than to eyes, dis-
tant from base of head; scutellum destitute of a me-
dian carina unless at apex; tegmina with numerous 
irregular apical cells, venation unusual ............. . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gen us Aethalion, Lat. 

Genus Melizoderes, Blanch. 

K~~y TO SPECIES 

Dorsum of pronotum convexly arched, front rounded not 
projecting above the head ............... Gayi, Blanch. 

Dorsum of pronotum elevated in front in a crest projec-
ting over the head. 

Summit of crest rounded; tegmina with an oblique 
h yialine band ................................ . Dohrni, Sign. 

Summit of crest obtusely angular; tegmine destitute of 
hyaline band. . . . . ..................... carinat'lts, Blanch. 

Genus Aethalion, Latr. 

Key to Species 

Pronotum and base of tegmina densely punctured, con-
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colorous; eyes prominent beyond front angles of 
pronotum 

Scutellum densely punctuate; base of head almost 
straight, but lightly sinuate at middle: unicolor Sign. 

Scutellum very obsoletely punctuate; base of head si-
nuate at middle ............................ latreillei Sign. 

Pronotum and base of tegmina lightly punctuate, var-
iegated; eyes ordinarJ· ...... . . . ...... . ... 1nulticolor Sign. 

- -- - · ~:;;;:--. .. / ,...,. -~ . , _ 
---
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