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A new subspecies of P s e u d o x y c h i l a  of E c u a d o r  

W a I t h e r H 0 R N ,  
f ~  f' r I i 11 ·1 ) c' ltl f' 111 

Pseudoxychi la  bipustulatt.a subsp. nova oxychiloides 

J)iffert a ceteris huius speciei varietatibus statura 
angustiore; corporis superficie nigro-suhnitente (nee vio-
la(~ea nee subopaca); elytrorurn disco opaco (nee velutino, 
f;pipleuris plus minus\Te brunneo.testacei~; dimidia postica 
eJytrorun1 parte apicem versus gradatirn clarius brunneo-
testaceo-tla vesccn ter decolora to; corpore su btus, t i biis, 
tars is piceo-hru·uneis; femoribus (a pice nigro ), trochante-
rihus, 4 coxis anticis hruunescentihns; autennis nigris, 
pe d i h n s g rae i 1 i o ri bus. L.o n g 1 B j · 1 fl m tn _ (sine ) a b ro). 

:J Q 9 from Xan{~gal and .l)i1aton, ~ little places sit .. 
uated at a heiht of 3,tJOO feet in the \Vcstern range of 
the .£\.udes of Ecuador, ( ~ollected by Dr. Spilln2ann. 1 ~ 
'vith the doub fullocality «Xapo» (eastern range,) . 

.. \ t the first vie\V this ne\V race resem hies by its In is-
sing metallic coloratio11 of the body some species of the 
genus O.r.lJchyla. rrhc decoloration of the black colours of 
the bod)" is Yery remarkable, but as J)r. S}Jil/tnzann has 
collected himself the specimeii coming frotn Nanegal and 
Pilaton (they haYe been }{illed simply by cyanide of pot-
ash), there is no doubt, that this decoloration is not an · 
artificial one. )iy first idea 'vas that the ground, on ,, .. hat 
the speeimens hnd lived, might have been a salty one in 
any ,, .. ay, and I got from Dr. Sj)i/lnzan1~ the information, 
that I \Vas quite-right in this supposition, as there is a 
vulcanic ground, rich of sulphur and saltpeter. rrhese cir-
cumstances 'l-onld fully explain, I thinl(, the local' deco-
loration, but this last 011e is not at all a plai11 feature re .. 
suiting fron1 JnissintJ j)i.f}Jnent, as that '\'"Ould never explain 
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the change of duff metallic colouration of head, pro-
notunl and base of elytra into a balf-shi1zin.q black one. 
Thus I think \Ve have to do he1·e \vith a t·eal1y fully lo-

, cal ized form. 
'rbe legs of the ne\v form are very thin, especially 

the hind tarsus, but I only kno\v the ~ , and cannot say, 
thus, anything about the tarsus of the 6, \Vhich have ge-
nerally in this genus the legs much stouter etc. than the 
9 . But outside uf this sexual character the legs, espe-
cially the tarsus, of Pseudoxychila ure very variable in nn 
individual 'vay, ·e. g. the tip of the single at·ticles of the 
hind tarsus is sometimes very little, sontetimes iu a re-
markable \vay delated. 

'rhe discovery of this ne\v race \vas a great surprise 
to me, as it is standing in the genus outside of the varia-
bility as known till no,v. 
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