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TANYDERUS PICTUS PHILIPPI 
(Fam. Tanyderidae, Ord. Diptera) 

By 

C h a r I e s P.. A L E X A N D E R 

Amherst, Mas.sach usetts ( U. S. A.) 

The sttperb fly described by Philippi ( 1865) as 
T a 1 ~ ) ' d e r t t s  pictus has long remained one of the rarest 
ancl 111ost desirable species in the fan1ily. Philippi's 
ttniqtte type is appare11tly no long~er in existence and it 
therefore of tn.ore than ordinary it1terest to record the 
occurrence of a second specime11. 

I an1 very g~reatly indebte·d to Doctor Edvvyn P. 
f{eed for the gift of this lleatttiful fly. Tpe specit11e11. 
a fe111ale, \vastaken near C~oncep·ci6n, Chile, prestn11a-
bly bet,veen 1892 and 1894 by l\!Ir. E.d,vyn C. J{eed, 
vvho, \\titli Philippi, n1ttst alvvays rani( as the great pio-
11eer in the stttd)' of Chilean Diptera. Philippi's type 
of pictus \'Vas take11 at Los Ulmos, · \r aldiv·ia, altitttde 
about 800 to 1000 feet, l\1arch 1865, by Philippi, and 
'vas believed bv him to be a male ( 1865: 780). Oste11 . ' 

Sacken ( 1869 :318) considered the possibility that the 
type speci111et1 \vas a fen1a'le rather than a n1ale, a cot1-
tentiot1 that is sttpporterl somevv--hat 1Jy the insufficient 
.figt1re of this region of the body, as given by Philip·pi. 
The specitnet1 on hand is ttndottbtedly a fen1ale and 
from its n111ch g~reater size, I wo.ttld believe that the . 
holo(ype of pictus \Vas really a 111ale, as stated by the 
describer. I a111 therefore defining the prese11t especi-
tn e11 as allotype. · 

The accessio11 of the present material demonstrates 
that there is an error in Philippi's description and figu-
re of the wing in the omission of a supernumerary 
crossvein in cell R.5J a fact that has had its it1fttence 011 
all! succeedi11g keys to the family (Alexander, 1913, 
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Alexander.--TANYDERUS PICTUS PH. 1 1 1 --·-------------------------------------------
1927, 1928, 1929). In all cases, the keys should be 
\vorded to i11dicate that there are st1pert1un1erary cross-
veins i11 cells R4 at1d RSJ rather tha11 it1 ce'll R4 alo11e. 
This combit1atiot1 of crossv·eins separates the get1tls 
Tanyderus frotn all other n1embers of the fa,tnily. 

T a1tyder1-ts is closets to Radinoderus Handlirsch 
in the short f.usio11 of v·eins R 2 -l-3-\-4, differing· cot1spi-
cuotlsly frotn this grotlp in the st1pert1t1111erary ctoss-
Yeit1S of the radial fie'ld. 

The allotype female here described is i11 some\\That 
poor condition, the ante1111ae being broke11 be)rOt1d th~ 
second · flagellar seg·n1e11t; only a part of a single leg· 
persistit1g; and the apices of the cerci of the ovipositor 
being· broken. 

Allotype. Fen1ale. Length abotlt 35 111illin1eters; 
'vi11g 31.5 111i1lin1eters. 

l\Ioutl1parts relatively short, ot1ly a little lo11ger 
tha11 the frontal prolongatio11. ~-\ntent1al scape blacl<, 
the flagellut11 yellow, broken beyond the second seg-
ment. I-Iead a11d cervical region darkcolored. 

Pronotu!tl orange, with a pentagonal dark browi1 
central area, the lateral marg·ins 11arro\vly dark brown. 
Mesonotal praescutttm with the grotu1d-color yellow~ 
the sttrface largely covered by four grayish black stri- . 
pes that are narrowly bordered l)y blackinsh, the stri-
pes 11early confttent, the int·ern1ediate pair 11arro\vly 
separated in front. Humeral region with a few long, 
cot1spicotts, erect setae; sc.utum \vith the median and 
posterior areas yello,,v, the remainder of ea·ch lobe 
chiefly covered by a large darkened area; scutelltnn 
chiefly dark brown; postnotal111ediotergite yellow, with 
g·en1inate darkened areas on the posterior half. Pleura 
chiefly clark brow~1, varieg4 ated \\Tith 1)aler, the dorsal 
two-thirds of the sternopleurite conspicoulsly orange-
yellow. Halteres yellow, the knobs dark brow11. Legs 
\vith the coxae dark plumbeotts brown; trochanters 
dark bro\vn; legs broken, except for a part of the posfe-· 
rior leg; femora brovvnish yellow, the tips narro\vly 
Yagttely paler; tibiae yello,v, broken at near one-third 
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the let1gth. \\1ings st1bhyalit1e, extensively tit1ged with 
yello'v in the central portiot1s of the disk; the patter11 is 
qttite as fig·itred by Philippi, . lJright yellovv, 11arro~vly 
111argit1ecl with bro\Vtl, the central portions agai11 sligll-
tl y darket1ed alot1g· the crossveins at1d deflectiotls of 
vei11s traversed; prearcttlar reg·io11 tnore ttnifor!111ly 

darke11ecl . .:-\11al a11g·'le v·ery I)ronotlnced bttt scarcely 

},hr. 2!.- Tan.IJderus pictus rluYippi: Wing of allotype. 

as acttte as fig·ttred by· Philippi. \1 et1atio11 Text-fig·tt-
re) : RS in alig·t1n1ent with 1""-111-., sttbequal to R 2 -I-3-J--1, 
a co11ditiot1 very· sin1ilar to the g·et1tts Radinoderus , .. 
supert111111erary crossvei11s in cells R4 and RS, in obli-
qne alig·ne111et1t \Vith the ottter end of ce'll rst 1112. 

Abdo111inal terg·ites orange; basal segme11t with 
four black spots forn1ing a recta11gtdar pattern; suc-
ceeding tergites vvith the 111ediat1 and caudal portions 
so111e\vhat brownish gray, the lateral portion it1tense 
black 'vith a conspicttotts obliqtte orange ·vitta; s~erni
tes \vith the basal portion buffy~ variegated with fo.ttr 
cot1spicttous blackened areas, at 11ear midlet1gth the 
seg·n1ent brightening to orange, the tern1inal third 1110re 
bro\vnish gray. 
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