BOMBYLIIDAE FROM CHILE AND WESTERN
ARGENTINE '

BY

F. W. EDWARDS
(British Museum, Natural History)

In the following pages notes are given on new or interesting
Bombyliidae recently received from Fathers F. Jaffuel, A.
Pirion and F. Ruiz, and Dr. Edwyn P. Reed (Chile), also
from Captain K. J. Hayward (Argentina). The present con-
tribution deals only with the Bombyliinae, Cythereinae and
Phthiriinae, treatment of the Anthracinae and Exoproso-
pinae being reserved for a future occasion.

Bombyliinae
TRIPLOECHUS gen. 1.

Williston and others have placed certain American species
of Bombyliinae, including B. heteroneurus Macq., in the genus
Triplasius Lw., on account of their resemblance to the geno-
type of Triplasius in venation—the wings having three sub-

marginal cells and a closed first posterior cell, Apart from the
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tle more intensively so on basal half and towards costa; in &
rather distinctly widened beyond middle, costa with small
tubercles as in heteromeurus. Wing length 6.5 mm.

CHILE: Marga-Marga, x. 1922, type and one other ¢ 1n

British Museum (F. Jaffuel); Perales, x. 1924, 1 & (4. Pirion).
Also 2 & 4 ¢ in Bigot's collection.

Triploechus pallipes sp. n.

Eyes of ¢ perhaps slightly less widely separated than in
heteroneurus. Antennae with first and second segments reddish-
ochreous, third black. Hair on occiput and face white; a band
of ochreous pubescence across front. Integument of thorax
and abdomen mainly blackish, but posterior margin of scu-
tellum and of most abdominal tergites reddish. Notopleural
bristles yellow. Pubescence of dorsum of abdomen mostly
ochreous, even on segment 3, but a narrow blackish median
stripe on 5-7; a tuft of black hair on each side of segment 3,
beyond which the lateral hairs are white. Legs yellowish, with
white pubescence, only tips of tarsi somewhat darkened. Wings
nearly clear, costal cell yellowish; hair at base of costa yellow.
Venation as in heteroneurus. Costa with fine hairs only, as in @
of heteroneurus. Wing-length 10 mm.

- CHILE: Santiago, 2 @ (Ruiz); H. las Mercedes, 3. 1. 1933,
1 @ (Ruiz).

Triploechus angustipennts sp. n.

Eyes of & in contact. Hair on occiput whitish, on face yello-
wish and not very dense; integument of face largely yellowish,
obviously paler than in heferoneurus. Antennae all black, more
uniformly slender than in heteroneurus. Integument of thorax
and abdomen all black. Notopleural bristles brown. Pubes-
cence of abdomen coloured as in heteroneurus. Legs black, ti-
biae brownish. Wings narrower than in hkeferoneurus, and more

extensively smoky; costa in @ without tubercles. Wing-length
9-10 mm. | o

ARGENTINA: Patquia, La Rioja, X. 1932, 6 ¢ (K. J. Hay-
ward).

Bombylius valdivianus Phil.

This species agrees with typical Bombylius in having the
first posterior cell closed and the upper basal cell much longer
than the lower, and must on our present classification be pla-
ced in the subgenus Bombylius. It differs conspicuously from
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hyaline wings and therefore cannot be Macquart’s types, even
if they belong to the same species, which is unlikely. Both are
in bad condition, but one has the head well preserved and has
the greater part of the face covered with decumbent scales:
which is not the case in any of the other specimens 1 have exa-
miped.

Mir. J. E. Collin has kindly lent me for study the five spe-
cimens in Bigot's collection determined as S. fascifrons. These
belong to several distinct species but 1 do not think that any
of them can be the true S. fascifrons.

Sericosoma squamiventris sp. n.

& . Eyes with the facets of the upper third slightly larger
than those of the lower third, but the two areas not clearly
defined. Third antennal segment distinctly narrowed on the
distal half, but very slightly widened again immediately be-
fore the minute terminal style. First antennal segment with
long white hair. Face clothed with long white silky hairs, but
no scales: a few decumbent scales are present, mixed with
white hairs, above the antennae and below the frontal band
of black hair. Hair above bases of antennae and on occiput
creamy-yellowish; a path of broadish creamy-yellow scales on
middle of upper part of occiput between vertex and neck. Hair
on thorax yellowish-brown above, white below. Vestiture of
abdomen all creamy-white (not pure white) both above and
below: on most of dorsum and venter this vestiture consists
of narrow decumbent scales mixed with some erect hairs, on
the sides the erect hairs are much denser and the scales rela-
tively fewer. Legs clothed with cream-coloured scales; front
femora with long white hairs; hind tibiae and tarsi with short
bristles but no hairs. Wings vellowish-brown, at the base, this
tinging extending as far as the base of the discal cell and lea-
ving a small clear spot in the upper corner of the lower basal
cell No trace of darkening on cross-veins. Halteres yellowish.
Wing-length about 8§ mm.

CHILE: Type & in the British Museum from Refiaca, Il
1933 (Dr. E. P. Reed). Also 2d & in the Bigot collection agreeing
in all respects with the type. A third J in the Bigot collection
is very similar, but much smaller and with the wings hyaline
to the base: a @ in the same collection is also similar but again

has hyaline wings and the scales in the mid-dorsal region of
the abdomen are mostly black. These two specimens probably
belong to different species.

S. squamiveniris agrees with the original descripcion and
figure of S. fascifrons in regard to the wings, but 1 do not
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and for the present at least it seems best to give new names to
each.

Sericosoma pubipes sp. n.

d. Eyesasin S. bigotiana the area of enlarged facets perhaps
proportionately larger, occupying slightly more than half of
the entire eye. Third antennal segment constricted for some
distance near the base, the distal three-fifths or thereabouts
slightly but obviously widened. First antennal segment clothed
with pure white hair. Hair on face dense and pure white mixed
with some white decumbent scales between and immediately
above the antennae: a narrow border of white scales adjoining
eyes. A few small yellowish scales are present in the band of
black hair on the front. Vertical tuft of hair pure white as are
the other hairs on the occiput and the small scales bordering
the eyes behind. A patch of scales, partly white and partly
yellow, on occiput between neck and vertex. Hair on thorax
and abdomen all long dense and pure white except for some
black bristly hairs at tip of abdomen; some small decumbent
yellow scales dorsally on both thorax and abdomen. Legs
clothed with white scales; hind tibiae and tarsi with modera-
tely long and dense black hair. Wings hyaline, with shght fus-
cous clouds over all the cross-veins and at base of vein R 4; no
darkening at base of wing. Halteres blackish, as is the whole
of the integument of the body.

ARGENTINA: Chubut Territory, XII. 1919. (H. E. Bos).
Type & in British Museum.

This is the specimen recorded by me in 1930 as S. fascifrons,
but it now appears to me amply distinct from any of the other
species of the genus, notably on account of the form of the
third antennal segment and the hairy hind legs. I also perceive
differences in the male hypopygium between this and the allied
species,

Phthiriinae
Phihiria austrandina sp. n.

~ &@. Entirely black including antennae legs halteres, and
pubescence of whole body; only a few shorter yellowish hairs
among the long black ones on thorax and abdomen. Eyes in
contact. Frons, face, and first antennal segment with long
dense black hair. Wings smoky, stigmatic region darker. Pro-
boscis slender, longer than head and thorax together. Palpi
short. R 4+ 5 forking well before end of discal cell. Wing-length
4-5 mm. |
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