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P R A C T I C A L  HINTS FOR THE CAPTURE AND BREE-
,.. 

DL G OF THE LARGEST CERAMBYCID "MACRODON-

TIA CE RVICORNIS" IN TH E PERUVIAN \VILD FOREST 

• By . 
Pedro PAPRZYCKI 

(Satipo - Peru.) . 

These gigantic Cerambycidae whose maLe specimens may 
reach a length up to 17 em, are still lacking in many collec-

• t :ons . 
They feed exclusively on wood; their mating and deposi-

tion of eggs only takes place on tbe Unguravia palm-trees cut 
do\vn or standing even to this time, but which have already 
dried up.. ' 

They are nocturnal fliers. Occasionaily they may be 
found ~ ho\vever, on the trunks of these palm-trees during the 
day. They are solitary fliers and have never been found in 
groups. When fresh feeding-spots are noticed on some felled 
trunk of a palm-tree, one must look round on this trunk if 
one can meet such a ' wonderful animal by chance. They are 
easily removed from the trunk. But one had better take pre-
cau tions in order that the beetle cannot reach our fingers 
\vith its enormous and strong mandibles: for the bite of the 
l\t\acrodontia cervicornis is not very agre4ble and i not e 
easy to get free one's bleeding fingers . 

'These giants are killed by an injection of strong alcohol , 
o r pl3cing them into a jar which contains cyanide of potas-
sium . But one must hot put more than one m~Ie animal into 
the glass with the poison lest the animals, in their death-
struggle. hurt one another espec ially their antennas and legs 
_,,vith their big mandibles. 

If, casually, one has not at hand any of these two means 
of killing the beetles, it is advisable to ·wrap some thread or , 
the thin fibre of a creeping-plant (\ ejuco) which is available 
everywhere in the wild forest , t :ghtly round the animal-
particularly about its dangerous mandibles in order to con-
vey -the prey home, entire and safe. 

As these beetles have also a great number of• enemie 
(birds, snakes, etc.) J we may explain the fact · that they are 
onlv seldom found . 

... A 1nuch better "hunting-success'' can be obtained when 
o ne eeks t:Jhe larva for breeding the M aerodontia cervi-
corni s from that stage. . 
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In orrler to avoid hortcomings at the breeding, there 
must be employed only big and \\·ell developped caterpil laL . 
These are found in the palm-trees \Vhich had been cut do\\'n 
at least t\\'0 ,.years ago. -rhe e emi-rctten paln1s are plit \Vith 
an axe and after\vard one may look for the la'rvae . 

llhe la rvae of the ;\\aerodontia cervicorni are \Yhi-
te in their evolutionary tage; they need approxima~ely t\\'O 

yea rs for obtaining their adult stage, and in the cour e of this -
time, change al o the colour of their kin \vhich becom s ye-
llo'v fir t and, in the entirely adu lt larvae, turns bro\vnish. 

The adult larvae are al o recognized by the fa ct tha t 
they are finn and tough, \\'hile the other one feel -oft and 
flabby. 
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Fig. 29: Macrodontia cervicornis (Orig.) . 
• r l . . . 

It i ~ nece ary to keep the larvae, '' h ich one h ~L fau n d, 
epnrateJ to pre\·ent- thcn1 fron1 biting each other; for hurl 

lar\·ae die at the breeding. . 
:\ a breed ing-ja r one may :mply u e big kero.' enetin s~ 

~fhe ~e are filled \\'ith f re ·h earth to the extent of half. San-
dy or too clayey earth i · not uitable for t he breeding . fts 
condition n1u ~t be so that 'Dhe larvae, befotre Inoulting. 
into nyn1ph ~ , be able to bu ild a vault on the in ide in \\·hich 
the proce . of tran fo rn1ation take place . . 

~roo n1oi . t an earth forn1 n1old and the lar\'ae " ·il l ror. 
:\0\\' the lar\'ae are put into t he breeding-jar: but it is 

• 

not ad vi ·able to place n1ore than fou r specimens into one jar, 

-

. because in thi case not all the larYae '"'ill be able to· find an 
adequate pace ~nd \vill di turb each other during the change ·: 
into chry a li s. 

1\Then the larvae have bu r.ied them elve in the oil. they 
• 

"n1ust not be agitated any longer for fear that the larvas be 
not attacked by mites. · • 
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The breeding-jar - n1u ~ t be kept in ioor- at a ~ ha io\vy 
place in order to protect then1 fron1 rai n and -un-hine : for 
the free 1 a r v a e i n the 'v i l d fo re ~ t ~~ e e k ~- i n1 i I a r p I ace .. . be I o \\ · 
the l e~1 ve . fo r their transfo rn1 ation. · 

\l o\v one ha o nh· to \\'ait 3 to + n1onth . . ln order to be 
• 

ure. one n1 ay record t he date. Du ring all th i- tin1e one 
mu t never prinkle the earth \Yith \Vate r, a .. is the ca ~e ,,·hen 
breeding phyngi le. , becau ~ e the · 1J rvae of t he :\\ acrodon-
t i a \\ · o Lll I rot . 

. bout in the fou rth month appea r the adult :\!acrodon-
t i J c e r \ · i corn i i n t he breed i n g-j a r . J-\ the -e an i tn a I u sua 11 y 
eme rge f rorn the ground in t he night. it is pract ica l to cover 
up the bree fin g-j a r in order t hat the J n imal cannot fly J\\'ay. 

\\rith a numerou - breeding, one ha a l ~o the opportu n i-
ty or ob er\·in g and pre erv ing the \'J riou . tage,·. becau c 
jn ·t t he. e exi t . ti ll ra re]\· in the 'l uscum .. 

~atu ra Jl y th is tn ater ial n1 u ~ t be con er\·cd in :t lcohol . 
'"' 

I n a i n1 i 1 a r \' ·a\· one can a 1. o h r e cd o t he r hi o· h l' e tl e 
. ., '"' 

of the \\'il I fores t . 
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