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Although not able to follow those who would break up
the genus Cyelops mnto a great number of genera, | do
aceept the eenus Mesoeyelops proposed by Sars i 1914 1o 1
clhude a small group of Cvcelopond Copepods distinet from
others, not only im form but also, generally. i mode of hife.
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“y Trabajo presentado ol N Congreso Cientifico General Cln-
feno, colebrado en Rantiago, en Tnero de T840 Ne publien con
tortzacion de la Comision respeetiva de la Soeredad Cientitien de

Chile, argamizadora de diclio torneo,
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Flrs s the eroup. tvpilied by lewehart Claus, whieh Scehnetl
CIS92) had already recoonized as the ““leweharlii-oilionoides
Corupper "0 In number of species the aroup or cenus has sinee
been very amueh enlareed. particulary by the addition of
spectes from the Souathern Hemisphere.

L respeet to habit, 11 is particalarly noteworthy hat
copepods ol this group generally Tive Thnetieally anmd, the-
refore. tnoassociation with Calanoids. Whether or not thev
~how any tendeney to “tread water™ and 1o strain. rather
than ~cize thenr Food, as do the Calanoids in contras: to
TR {‘_\'['!HlHlil]H_ l‘{‘n}ﬂi]m 1) IH‘ {'Hl'{‘f’ll”_\' Hill{“f‘tl.

The Form o Caopepods of this oroup s cenerallyv charac
oristie. The body s relatively slender and taperme, withon
mare sl chance ano wirdth from the Jast thoracie seenment to
the first o conttal seoment of the abdomen or from the
Fiest to the Followine shdommal seements. The maremai con-
tour s <stvooth with the seements not eenerally sei ot from
one another. Innermost and ontermost farceal setae and the
dorsal seta are relatively lone, <o that the fareal setae ap-
proach. withont closely approximatine, the relativeiv uni
Form ~etae of Calanords, The antennae scem o be mmviesiah!y
Tr-seomented ammd they have usually, but not mvariably, a
deeply notehed, serrvate or sometimies smooth hyvaline mem-
brane on scements sixteen and seventeen. The firth foor s
arrow and s second seement bears mesially a lone. <iens
der spaime or o spine hike seta, whieh mav be midway of the
margim or nearly terminal, and even longer than the termi-
na; ety

In the Northern Hennsphere Meosociyclops Toweharliy oc-
curs around the world, and this may possibly be true also
of M. oilhonoides Sav<. and M. hyalinus Rehbere: one or
two spectes are known only from the northern part of the
astern Hewnsphere: 4 are known from North Ameriea W
levelarts ('l.‘-lll;, . cdar SN, Forbes, M., tenwis Marsh and
Y. ineersus Inefery . and the fwo last-named arve also Fouandd
e Nonth America: seven arve recorvded only rom South e
rica: many others have recently been deseribed from Afriea
and other regions of recent exploration as to copepods, s
1t now stands. the refatively few eoliections made in Nouth
Ameriea have vielded more than twice as many species of
this eenus as have been found m North Ameriea.

The species recorded from South Ameriea are V. anun-
Ll s« Wierzegski, 1593 known from Areentima and Paras
onav W /fmfff'.w/ux CThichand, 1935, from Columbia, Ao
centing and Povacnay: Y brazilionus Kiefer 19350 M0 e
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sits Wieter 1936 and M. ellipticus Kiefer 1936, from Drazil .
M. moridhianus Kieter 1936, from Paraguay and Argentina;
M. tomes (Marsh, 1909), trom Paraguay: M. brehine Kie-
Fer 1927, from Urugnay; and M. monntus Lownedes 1934,
from bBrazil and Paraguay.

From Central Amertea there 1s known as vet only M.
tecrsus Kietfer, found m Panama and San Salvador, bt
orivinally adentitied as € demwrs Mavsh, and M. hyalinus
( Rehbere.).

A oeeneral account of the cenus and the Nmerican spe-
ctes Is embobled Inoa more extended paper i process ol
publication i the Jowrnal of the Klisha Mocehell Seventifie
Nocre iy

[ nfortunately, too httle 1s known of the vermability
ol these copepods: so that 1t cannot now be known with
reasonable assurance whether all of these species are valid
o whether some of them mav not he merely ecological vi-
riants. The chiet characters upon which species within this
cents have been based. ancl, thevefore, the enaracters ihat
call particulariy for fuller tesis as to variability are: the
hyaline plate of the antenna: the relative lengeths of spines
on the end of the endopod of the fourth toot: the presence
or absence of smooth or spimous prominences on the connee-
tinge plate of the fourth feet: the relative lenoths ol the
lesser ddeveloped of the Fareal setae, especially the Jeneth
of the dorsal seta:; the position of the Tateral spine on the
furca: and the presencee or absenee of hairs on the nner
wmarains of furcal ramo.

[t 1< mueh be desired that there should be careful stiu-
dies of the diversity of forms encountered within a particular
population cronp. and particularly that there shonld  he
breedimg experiments to determine the eenetie constaney of
Form i suecessive generations bred ander different condi-
tions of temperature and nutrition. We need more dependa-
ble mformation as to whether there has indesd been within
this conus or eroup a more extensive differentiation of spe-
cies in the Southern Hemisphere or whether the multipli-
city of southern species is attributable in part to presen
inadeguacy of study of the copepods of the continent.
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