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How come the first hundred years?

Yes, the Revista Chilena de Historia Natu-
ral was founded in 1897 by Carlos E. Por-
ter. Technically, we should not start cele-
brating until October 1997, because that
was the real date the first issue of the Re-
vista was launched (Etcheverry 1987).
Nevertheless, by then the Revista consist-
ed of a single annual issue/volume, and
now we are up to four issues per annum. It
seemed to me worthy to start celebrating
with the very first issue of the centennial
year. If the Revista has survived for a hun-
dred years, there is a reasonable expecta-
tion that it will make to October of 1997!

By the way, Isn’t it wonderful that a de-
veloping country has been able to sustain
publication of a scientific journal for so
long? Yes it is. Anguita (1921) was amazed
that this Revista had reached a respectable
25th anniversary. Gigoux (1936) was still
more astonished that the Revista had been
in print for forty years. Looser (1943), on
the other hand, parsimoniously noted that
the Revista had reached half a century
since first published, and Etcheverry
(1987a) succinctly reported the 90th anni-
versary. It is just a coincidence that I hap-
pen to be the Editor of the Revista to wit-
ness its centennial volume. Evidently, the
Revista has survived, and will survive,
longer than any of us!

Who was the founder of the Revista?

It should be transparently clear that the
push to keep alive the Revista from 1897
onto 1942 (a period of forty-five years)
owes chiefly to its first Editor —called Di-
rector in those days—, Dr. Carlos E. Porter.
This energetic person born in 1867 was the
engine behind the miracle of the Revista, as
has been recognized by authorities too
many to list here (suffice it to look up ref-
erences in Etcheverry 1988a, 1992b). Por-
ter must have been a Renaissance man: He
not only edited the Revista from 1897 on,
but also edited Anales del Museo de Histo-
ria Natural de Valparaiso from 1897 to
1910 (Etcheverry 1988b), founded in 1914
and edited until 1922 the Anales de
Zoologia Aplicada (Etcheverry 1987b).
Porter was also Director for Life of the Aca-
demia Chilena de Ciencias Naturales (pub-
lisher of the “Anales” of said Academy, see
Etcheverry 1988c), Member since 1892 of
the now defunct Societé Scientifique du
Chili (publisher of —sequentially— the
“Actes”, “Boletin” and “Revista Cientifica”
of said Academy, see Etcheverry 1989),
Charter Member of the Sociedad Ento-
molégica de Chile (publisher of the “Bo-
letin” of said Society) —which was succeed-
ed by the Sociedad Chilena de
Entomologia— (publisher of the “Revista”
of said Society, see Etcheverry 1992a).
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Carlos E. Porter died in 1942, not with-
out leaving ready for press volumes 45, 46,
and 47 of the Revista, all three published
posthumously (Etcheverry 1987a).

Who have been the editors of the Revista?

After the death of that imposing person
named Carlos E. Porter, Francisco Rive-
ros Zidfiiga succeeded him in the capacity
of Director. A such, he was able to push
to print the volumes already put together
by Porter, and to continue publication of
volumes up to 53 in 1951. From 1952 to
1955 the single volume published was
number 54, composed of 17 thin issues,
under the Directorship of Nibaldo Baha-
monde Navarro. From 1956 to 1963, a
single volume —number 55—, consisting of
seven separate issues was published by
the then Director Ernst Hajek Girardi
(Etcheverry 1985a).

From 1963 to 1982 the Revista was dor-
mant. That year —at an unknown date but
unforgettable after-dinner chat— Jorge Ba-
bul, Ernst Hajek, and Tito Ureta pronounced
that Chilean naturalists did not have a reli-
able outlet for publication of their scientific
results (Hajek, pers. comm.). It was then
proposed that the Sociedad de Biologia de
Chile acquired and revived the Revista Chil-
ena de Historia Natural from its owner, the
Sociedad Chilena de Historia Natural (Hajek
1983). Publication resumed with volume 56
in 1983, under the Editorship of Ernst R.
Hajek (Etcheverry 1985a). He was the Edi-
tor of volumes 56 to 64 (1983 to 1991),
which regularly published two issues per
volume per year up to 1989 and three from
1990 to 1991. Starting in 1992, editorship
was transferred onto Fabian M. Jaksic (Jak-
sic 1992a), with the explicit instruction of
increasing periodicity to four issues per
year. His tenure terminates at the end of
1998, with publication of the fourth issue of
volume 71.

It is amazing that over a hundred
years, the Revista has had only five edi-
tors! Of course, the 45 years of editorship
of Carlos E. Porter still overshadow his
four much more modest successors.
Transferal of ownership from the wither-
ing Sociedad Chilena de Historia Natural

to the younger and ebullient Sociedad de
Biologia de Chile has been part of this
success story (Bahamonde 1983). Indeed,
it was a prescient decision of the then-
President of the Biological Society (Ernst
Hajek) to revive an almost dying journal
rather than start a new one (see Herbs-
taedt & Ureta 1980 for an intellectual
forerunner). I am not aware of what hap-
pened with Editor Riveros, but Editor Ba-
hamonde went on to receive in 1996 the
prestigious National Award in Science.
Editor Hajek will always be remembered
for having been the person to re-found
and place the Revista in international in-
dexes —among them, the much coveted
Science Citation Index of the Institute for
Scientific Information (Pennsylvania,
USA)-. Editor Jaksic does not have much
to show, except for having started with a
semi-annual journal and transformed it
into a currently quarterly journal.

Why Revista Chilena de Historia Natural
instead of Chilean Journal of Natural History?

Although some creative members of the
Sociedad de Biologia de Chile have raised
this issue from time to time, the last two
editors (Hajek and I) have resisted the
temptation of drinking from what we be-
lieve is a poisoned chalice. Yes, Why not?
After all, the Revista publishes a lot of its
material in English —witness this Editorial.
I am not sure why we keep our Spanish
name. I, for one, am proud to honor the
centennial name coined by that Renais-
sance-man Porter. On the other hand, keep-
ing our Spanish name, and allowing publi-
cation of papers in Spanish does not seem
to have hurt us a tiny bit. Indeed, a lot of
Natural History information is only of na-
tional or regional interest, and it seems rea-
sonable to publish it in our official lan-
guage. Particularly when considering that
not all educated people in our country are
proficient at reading English.

I also believe that, rather than forcing a
choice between Spanish or English, we live
in the best of the two worlds by being open
to both languages. Say, a given author
wishes to impress (or depress) his or her
colleagues in foreign countries and not his/
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her own country people? Let that author
choose his/her own readership! And be ac-
claimed or pooh-poohed —or worse, be ig-
nored- by it.

Is the Revista an exclusively
ecological journal?

Definitely not! Camus (1995a) explicitly
dealt with this contentious issue (for
some). Camus (1995a) analyzed 338 pa-
pers in 13 volumes and 36 issues pub-
lished from 1983 to 1995. During that pe-
riod, the Revista has kept a healthy
balance of papers: Sixty-four percent in
Ecology (including autecology, population
and community ecology, and ecological
aspects pertaining landscapes or habitats).
Eleven percent in History (including bio-
geography, paleoenvironments and paleo-
biology in general). Six percent in Taxon-
omy and Systematics. Six percent in
Ecophysiology (including organismal biol-
ogy and related physiological aspects in
general). Four percent in Evolution (in-
cluding population genetics, life histories
and evolutionary biology in general). Four
percent in Conservation (including conser-
vation biology and aspects related to
biodiversity, human impact or human use
of the environment). Two percent in Re-
production (including reproductive and
developmental aspects with regard to
functional, morphological or genetical at-
tributes associated to the life cycle of or-
ganisms). And 2% in Management (in-
cluding exploitation strategies and aspects
related to the cultivation and restocking of
natural resources).

Ecology is already well developed in
Chile (Hajek 1981, Jaksic 1988, 1991,
1992b, Grez et al. 1994) and has substan-
tial bibliographic impact (Jaksic & San-
telices 1991, Jaksic 1994, Santelices
1994, Welljams-Dorof 1994a, 1994b).
No, we do not wish to disintegrate our
already small naturalist community
(Gonzalez 1983, Allende & Ureta 1993),
or allow the hegemony of a single disci-
pline at the expense of others (Fuentes &
S4anchez 1982). I take it as my duty as
Editor to keep a balance such as the one
stated above. Further, I will take any nat-

ural-history paper,... as long as it is a
good natural-history paper.

Is the Revista an international journal?

Yes it is. Otherwise we would not be listed
in Current Contents (series ABES), and we
would not be publishing ever increasing
numbers of papers coming from Argentina
or Uruguay, the United States of America
or Mexico, Germany, South Africa, or Aus-
tralia. We currently reject about 40% of the
papers submitted, a rather high figure for a
supposedly third-world journal. And from
time to time we do our dirty laundry in full
view of the readership. For instance, de-
nouncing the misuse of statistics in some of
the papers we have published (Camus
1995b). And we have not failed to appear
regularly, despite of what some folks pro-
claim (Krauskopf & Vera 1995).

Of course, I foresee that we could be
more aggressive in promoting institution-
al subscriptions to the Revista. There are
few complete collections of the Revista
even in Chile (Etcheverry 1986). Never-
theless, thanks to the thankless efforts of
Maria Etcheverry, we have an exhaus-
tive and nearly updated index of all the
issues ever published of the Revista
(Etcheverry 1985b, 1992b). Also, since
1995 we have a web page in the World
Wide Web (http://sbch.conicyt.cl:9090/
revistas/revchiOl.htm), thanks to past-
Editor Hajek.

What will the future bring?

A silly question taken at face value: the fu-
ture will only bring more future! (Sure
thing, the present is almost gone, and the
past is gone forever). But regarding the fu-
ture of the Revista, I am confident that as
long as it is laid in good hands, it will re-
main in the mainstream of natural history
journals. I see no clouds in the horizon.
What I see is a growing generation of ever
more competent naturalists ready to carry
on the flag once and every time it is relin-
quished. And in due time —before the turn
of the millennium— it will be passed to a
better scientist than me, I am sure.
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